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Annual General Meeting Minutes

Wednesday June 3, 2009

Call to Order:
Nick Singh

Present:
Nick Singh, Kate Lawson, Ian McIsaac,  John Meijer, Ed Gaigalas, Bill Roberts, Sybil Wilkinson

Regrets:
David Fleming

Guests:
David Crombie

Approval of Agenda:
Carried

Approval of Minutes from 2008:
Deferred 

Membership Report:
Carried

Treasurers Report:
Kate Lawson moved to accept the Treasurers Report. Carried 

Presidents Report:

Scotia Bank Toronto Waterfront Marathon:

Scotia Bank Toronto Waterfront Marathon is a world class event drawing international competitors from the best the world has to offer.  2009 was Swansea’s first time participating as a cheering section. We partnered with three other community groups, the Legion, the Town Hall and the Recreation Centre Our efforts won us a $1,000 award of merit. In addition we Swansea had four champions running in the 2009 race. Thanks to them for their fund raising efforts.

Western Waterfront Master Plan Key Recommendations: 

1. One of the long range goals is to create more park space by moving Lakeshore Blvd. closer to the Gardiner Expressway

2. Another long range goal is to build Islands to create more park space and to direct the flow from the Humber further out into the lake.

3. The break water is in need of repair and can be realigned for both boating needs and swimming.

4. There is a plan to ensure clean pool areas in the lake by using curtains during problem times.

5. Improve safe access to the waterfront particularly for Parkdale residents.

6. North-South Connection - close Colbourne Lodge to through traffic, close the Dowling link. Improve the underpasses and narrow the vehicle lanes in the underpasses. Put bike lanes in the underpasses and add more sidewalk width at Windermere, Ellis and Parkside underpasses. Close the bridge over Jameson. make the Roncesvalles bridge more substantial, shorter and wider. Put in a new bridge at WIlson Park. 

7. New signalized intersection on Lakeshore Blvd and possible lane reductions at places along the Lakeshore. Improvement of pedestrian signals and access at intersections. Add bicycle signals on Martin Goodman Trail. 

8. Accommodate Western Waterfront LRT Alignment. Main issue is the Legion Hall pinch point on the south side of Lakeshore Blvd. where there is no room to put a streetcar and the Martin Goodman Trail narrows. A new bridge will be built for the LRT at the Queensway and Roncesvalles. 

9. Push parking that exists south of Lakeshore Blvd out of the Waterfront to new lots between the Gardiner and Lakeshore Blvd.  Install a new stoplight at the Boulevard Club. Install a small road south of Lakeshore Blvd. to drop people off at the Sunnyside Beach and other points in the vicinity safely and at low speed. 

10. Plant more trees and naturalize the Waterfront keeping in mind the Waterfront is not a naturalized park. Plant trees at the mouth of the Humber and protect whats there already. Plant more trees between Lake Shore Blvd. and the Gardiner. 

The Dark Horse’s Liquor License Application to extend hours of operation on the patio was turned down.

Earth Hour events were supported by SARA with a debate on nuclear energy and an evening walk and get-together. Our thanks to Chris Holcroft and Sarah Ducette of Green Thirteen for leading the way on these events.

Character Preservation is a serious challenge as more and more homes are purchased, torn down and rebuilt in a suburban style. Residents interested in working on character preservation should contact us.

The Humber Odeon Cinema remains approved for ten stories but to date is without a proposed plan. However the new owned has also bought up the entire block west to Riverview Gardens.

2500 & 2490 Bloor St. West are now the proposed sites of two towers one sixteen storeys and the other thirteen storeys. SARA had participated in the meetings hosted by the developer, Tridel, and will continue to represent the community in the statutory meetings that must be part of the next steps for these two sites. 

Old Mill Development Report - There was once an old mill that spoke to us of a time we can only imagine, but it was there with proof in it very stones of the area’s heritage. That mill is no more. Despite being designated an historic building it was knocked down and it’s stones used by the Old Mill Complex as part of their new buildings. There is now a proposal to develop the open space that was loaned for parking.  There is a question as to the legality of erecting a building on the Old Mills parking lot given the lot was acquired with a condition that it could only be used as a parking lot when the land was transferred by the former City of York to Etobicoke. Zoning was passed to limit the uses to a parking lot only however no easement was placed on title.  Will the City not enforce this understanding of previous councils. Developer wants a tall building and will be required to put aside money under section 37. 

The City of Toronto Zoning By-law Harmonization Project was first proposed by city staff to standardize the zoning terminology that differed in each of the former pre-amalgamation cities of the GTA. The goal is to allow city staff to move from region to region without having to relearn terminology. SARA is concerned that not only will terminology be standardized but so will the by-laws,  imposing zoning on the community that is unsuitable to the Swansea area.  SARA's position is to support terminology standardization but not a standardization of the building standards and use permissions set out in the draft by-law. 

Sign By-law Harmonization Project is being implemented to bring the former cities of the GTA into a standardized set of rules for signage and bring together the various departments of the city that oversee signs and oversee the approval process. 

Municipal Election Funding Reforms: War chests left over from previous elections will not be permitted but be given over to the City, thus giving incumbents and challengers for council seats a more equitable funding base. There will be spending limits imposed. 

Kingsway Overpass repair is ongoing. 

Complete Development Application report. SARA in support of other groups negotiated provisions that would allow access to reports being relied on by the applicant/developer in its application, it gives us a fairer look at what is being planned for our neighbourhoods.   

Appreciation Award for Bill Roberts: It was through the work of Bill Roberts and his colleagues in other organizations that changes to the Complete Development Application were made possible. This is an example of the behind the scenes work that our one and only Bill Roberts does on our behalf. Many times Bill has informed us of work he was doing on larger spheres of municipal affairs and asked SARA to consider supporting the work. He has been doing this for many years and has an irreplaceable knowledge of much of the City’s history and everything Swansea. We would like to acknowledge Bill’s 35 years of service on the Swansea Area Ratepayers Association Board and present him with a token of our appreciation.

Guest Speaker: David Crombie

Former Mayor David Crombie, who grew up in the Swansea area recalled that when he started in municipal politics in the late 1960's the US model of living in suburban developments and working downtown was dominant but that many in Toronto wanted another way. So out of the opposition to the US model,  the future of Toronto came to be based on 4 ideas:

1. The importance of neighbourhoods as psychic spaces for the building of community.

2. Shared public services such as education, roads, libraries, health services, and public spaces for all for the creation of equal opportunity and as a platform of economic growth.

3. Importance of the relationship of the citizen to nature as demonstrated by the natural features found in Swansea and the interconnectedness of all living things so that using up nature is not possible.

4. Power of the vital middle between the daydream of possibility and the cynicism of reality where politics can get things done. 

He mentioned how these ideas have unfolded in Toronto and continue to influence the ongoing development of the city such as the bike lane additions seen in the city. He mentioned that for bike lanes to be effective they need to be continuous not everywhere. There also need to be better discussion on how to better share the road. he mentioned that the redevelopment of Jarvis Street was poorly handled because the process didn't involve the neighbourhood. He said he supports public transit and would like to see more modes of transport on the roads like bikes, scooters, boards to knit the city together. He said he supports the tearing down of the Gardiner Expressway at least from Jarvis to the DVP. 

He urged citizen involvement because he said that politicians are only as good as the pressure put on them. 

Election of the Board of Directors for 2009-2010:

The candidates for election were:

President: 
Nick Singh

Secretary:
David Fleming

Treasurer:
Kate Lawson

Directors:
Bill Roberts



Sybil Wilkinson



Ian McIsaac



John Meijer



George Dubauskas



Ed Gaigalas

Sarah Ducette asked for further nominations for the Board of Directors, there being none the nominees were elected by acclamation. 

Adjournment : Nick Singh

